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A dream that only a short while ago seemed destined to remain a 
hopeful vision for many years has at last become a tangible reality. 
Rutgers is to have a library building worthy of its increasingly im-
portant role as the State University of New Jersey. The 1952 session 
of the State Legislature passed and the Governor signed on April 
18th an appropriation bill making available $2,000,000 for the con-
struction of the first unit of a modern library building, which when 
completed will have ample facilities for undergraduate study and 
graduate research, both of which have been greatly hampered by the 
cramped quarters of the present library. 

At this writing, details of the construction, including the choice of 
a site most convenient for students and faculty of the men's colleges, 
are being discussed by a sub-committee of the Trustees' Committee 
on Buildings and Grounds. Although architects have not yet been 
employed to draw up the plans, it is expected that many features al-
ready tentatively planned will be embodied in the new structure. 
Some idea of its spaciousness may be gained from these tentative 
plans which call for (in the completed structure) seats for 1,000 
readers in contrast to the 215 seats in the present library, and for 
shelf space for 1,500,000 volumes. The Library now has approxi-
mately 400,000 volumes, many of which of necessity have been re-
moved from the bulging stack shelves and stored in temporary quar-
ters across the river. 

It is expected that the new building when completed will have sep-
arate rooms for special functions now crowded together. Specifically 
there will be a microfilm reading room, a special newspaper reading 
room, a periodical reading room, a room for government documents, 
and one for manuscripts and special collections, a map room, and 
seminar rooms. It is also hoped that a special reading room can be set 
aside for current acquisitions. 

It is probable that plans will be completed and that ground for 
the mammoth structure will be broken in the autumn. This nucleus of 
the true university may well mark the beginning of a new era in the 
history of the institution. Nothing was more badly needed and noth-
ing can contribute more to the strengthening of the intellectual pres-
tige of Rutgers than the building of a first rate library which is now 
the promise of the near future. 

— L . A . M . 
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